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beasts ; branches of pine, which produces more seeds than
any other tree; and images, made from the corn whose increase
we particularly desire, of serpents, the children of earth,
and probably (certainly, at Syracuse 1) of the human genital
organs. In short, we are putting fertility into the earth. The
point is as obvious as when the Akikuyu of Kenya, during
a drought, pour water on the ground (and, no doubt, wish
very hard) " to show the sky-god what is expected of him ".
One must be careful not to say that what is done symbolizes
the desired result, or to use the term " symbol " at all. The
whole concept of a symbol is far too intellectual for pre-
rationalist man. For him, if A is like B, then there is causal
connection between them.
There came a time when Athens outgrew the simple and
direct attitude of mind that inspired the ancient sympathetic
magic of the Thesmophoria, and the question began to be
asked, what was the meaning of these venerable rites.
Authority was ready with an answer, making up a story
to suit the ceremony. It is preserved for us by the same
valuable scholiast, and we have few better examples of the
way in which a myth may be invented to account for a
ritual, though popular opinion naturally believes that the
ritual commemorates the events of the myth. When the Lord
of the Underworld carried off the Maiden, the daughter of
Demeter, a certain swineherd named Eubouleus had driven
his beasts to that place and was swallowed up in the chasm
that opened in the earth, together with Hades and his prey;
and so, ever since, we are bidden to cast pigs into the chasm
of Demeter and the Maiden in honour of Eubouleus who
became involved in the intrigues of the gods.
As a matter of fact, Eubouleus is a name, well-known
in later " Orphic " contexts, of the underworld god, who
evidently, therefore, must have come into the Thesmophorian
liturgy. " The Good Counsellor " is simply a euphemistic
title, like Pluton, " the Wealthy," for a Power who might
otherwise be worshipped as Hades or Aidoneus or, for that
matter—at least unless one had read the Hesiodic Theogony
1 Athenaios, xiv, 647, from Herakleides of Syracuse.

